Taiwanese Culture Goodwill Mission of
the National Day
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Taiwanese Culture Goodwill Mission of the National Day
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Performed by: Formosa Melody Music Center

ETEH A Program
1 - BB HFXFFH Overture of the Founding of the Universe
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Taking Guqin music as an inspiration, the first section is an ethereal prelude. The sound of
music from all directions is like the echo in a mountain forest. The appearance of dancers
and the incense smoke make the overall atmosphere tranquil, reflecting Taiwanese people's
respect for heaven and earth. The second section is a prelude of life, the earth-shattering
music style represents the creation of the universe and the flourish vitality of all creatures.
The music and matching dance are rich in traditional power and beauty, with brisk rhythm
and beautiful colors.
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A short video clip introduces Taiwan's geographical location, social customs, and the
purpose of this show in order for our foreign audiences to quickly have some basic
understandings of Taiwan and its culture.
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An Erhu ballad, the music was inspired by the story of “Tangshan Crossing Taiwan Strait”
in the Hengchun folk song "Thoughts Arising". It mirrors the nostalgia of those hard-
working Taiwanese people who live far away from home. The whole piece is divided into
(1) Prelude. (2) Leaving Home - the separation, helplessness and confusion about the
dangerous future. (3) Crossing the Sea - the struggle with the sea, setting sail and breaking
the waves with full of hopes, the fast tempo music symbolizes the turbulent sea waves, but
it also means looking toward a brighter future. (4) Looking Back - the infinite sorrow of
being dazed about the world and the difficulty of returning home.
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This song is a suite composed of three classic Taiwanese folk songs - Bang Chhun-hong,
Rainy Night Flower and Su Kui Hong. The music is presented in three sections - fast, slow
and fast tempo. These three well-known original pieces are Teng Yu-Hsien’s early popular
work. This rendition has a more nostalgic mood.

5 » %% Drum Dance
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The sound of the drums is like the purest inner beating from the heart. Starting from the
sound of the ancestors, the music applies the simplest rhythm to express the thoughts in the
heart. It shows that all creature has a spirit, and the care and awe for all things.

6 - ;BB 2 Fate of life
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Cantonese songs were very admired when Hong Kong TV dramas were popular in Taiwan.
Some famous songs from the TV dramas were re-arranged and performed so that everyone
can recall the good times together.
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Inspired by the Tung Blossom Festival, with familiar pop music and Hakka umbrellas, it
represents a rich Hakka style. In addition, the colorful umbrellas with the fragrance of
flowers passing through the auditorium and the stage make the audience feeling like
actually being in a Tung blossom forest. The Pipa music combined with the light steps of
the dancers are extremely beautiful and moving.

8 - IE < General’s Mandate
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According to legend, this piece of music was originated in the Tang Dynasty and has been
passed down for more than a thousand years. The music expresses the majesty of the
ancient generals, rumbling drums creating magnificent atmosphere and elegant dancing.

5K 2 Intermission
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In order for our overseas compatriots to relieve their longing for their home country, special
performances are showcased such as Moonlight in Town, Blue and White Porcelain , Tian
Mi Mi (As Sweet as Honey) and so on. All the tunes are presented with traditional musical
instruments rich in unique characters. It is believed these songs would definitely resonate
with our overseas compatriots.
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Arranged by Lan Yu-Chao, the water is smooth without any waves and a bamboo forest is
nearby. The reflection of the bamboo leaves disturbs the tranquility of the water which is
like a lover boy disturbs the heart of an innocent girl. The whole piece is divided into two
sections: the first section is an “ad libitum”, a melodious flute solo which exudes the
tranquil mood of the mountains and forests, and still has an unattainable lofty integrity. The



second section captures the scenery of Su Causeway composed by Gu Guanren for the
Hong Kong movie "The Book and the Sword". The music is lyrical, soft and elegant.
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Composed with multiple American famous folk songs played with traditional Silk and
Bamboo Musical Instruments. These songs may give our foreign friends a new musical
feeling.
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This Yangqin solo is adapted from Beethoven's "Sonate Pathétique Third Movement" and
the familiar “Flight of the Bumblebee ” by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov. It fully demonstrates
Yangqin's skills and fluency musically.
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A new piece created by the team leader Vincent Li based on the story of Guan Yu during
the period of the Three Kingdoms. It combines Taiwan’s folk beliefs with art performances,
hoping to demonstrate to the world the spirit of Lord Guan’s devoted loyalty.

*ERYE (BEBRE)

14 ~ BIE#RIX National Day Celebration — Blessed
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Everything was quiet under the moonlight then the crowing of the rooster pierces the
silence of the dawn. The villagers start to work at sunrise creating a peaceful scenery. The



appearance of the Land God symbolizes the government's care for the people, just like the
Land God. The national celebration came to an end with the cheerful singing of the people's
harvest.
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For more information, please visit:
https://doubletenhouston.org/taiwan-cultural-goodwill-mission-of-national-day-112

or scan QR code




